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The first CICS (Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellite) Science Meeting was held at the Earth System Science Interdisciplinary Center, which hosts CICS-MD, on September 8-9, 2010.  The goals of the meeting were to enable CICS scientists to describe ongoing and potential research projects, to learn about potential collaborative research activities from NOAA scientists, and to facilitate interaction among the participants. CICS scientists described ongoing and potential projects in nineteen presentations and NOAA senior managers provided ten programmatic presentations explaining activities and opportunities relevant to CICS. The meeting was attended by about 50 scientists and managers from CICS and NOAA.  
The meeting certainly accomplished its specific goals, and based on the discussion and informal conversations during and afterward was worthwhile for many of the attendees.  Discussion focused on three questions:
1. Was the meeting useful enough to make similar future meetings desirable?  If so, what format changes should be considered?

2. What methods for enhancing interactions among CICS scientists should be encouraged?
3. What methods should be implemented to improve communication between CICS scientists and NOAA scientists and program managers?

Future meetings appeared to be favored by the group.  Annual repeats of the programmatic presentations do not seem warranted, since the material doesn’t change very much on that time scale.  However, many opportunities for scientific presentations and discussions were mentioned, including presentations from NOAA PIs, the selection of specific topics, and focus on specific CICS Science Themes.  The use of small roundtable discussion groups to enhance interactions was suggested.
Several methods for enhancing interactions both within CICS and between CICS and NOAA scientists were suggested.  Examples include participation of CICS scientists in NOAA seminar series, such as those listed on the OneNOAA Science Seminars list, the use of videoconferencing and WebEx to permit remote participation in seminars at CICS locations, and the use of a periodic newsletter or similar informal publication.
